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/045 W 
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SUBJECT: NATIONAL DAY MESSAGE FOR GABON 

REF: STATE 201632 

1 . DURING CALL ON MOFA SECGEN MEBALEY AUG 23, AMBASSADOR 
RAISED QUESTION OE GABON'S NATIONAL DAY, NOTING THAT IT WAS OUR 
CUSTOM, AS IT WAS GABON'S TO SEND AN APPROPRIATE MESSAGE ONCE- 
A-YEAR TO OUR FRIENDS ON THAT SPECIAL OCCASION. WE WERE HAVING 
SOME PROBLEM, HOWEVER, IN DETERMINING WHICH DAY, MARCH 12 OR AUG 17, 
GABON CONSIDERED AS ITS NATIONAL DAY. 

2. MEBALEY WENT ALL AROUND ROBINHOOD'S BARN. WHAT THE AMBASSADOR 
FINALLY GOT OUT OF IT WAS: 

A. LITTLE BY LITTLE, MARCH 12 IS BECOMING GABON'S MOST 
IMPORTANT DAY. INDEED, IT IS "UNOFFICIALLY" NOW CONSIDERED A 
NATIONAL DAY. 

B. AUG 17, NONETHELESS, IS INDEPENDENCE DAY, AND TECHNICALLY 

IS STILL NATIONAL DAY. GABON RECOGNIZES, HOWEVER, THAT BECAUSE IT 
FALLS DURING AUGUST VACATION TIME, MARCH 12 IS BETTER DATE FOR 
CELEBRATION. 

C. GABONESE MISSIONS ABROAD HONOR BOTH DAYS. 

D. HIS RECOMMENDATION: IN CIRCUMSTANCES, IT SEEMED BEST SEND 
TWO MESSAGES. 
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3. COMMENT: GABON DID IN FACT RECEIVE MESSAGES FROM SOME HEADS OF 
STATE ON AUG 17 (SOME OF WHOM PROBABLY ALSO SENT MESSAGES MARCH 12), 
AND FRENCH DELEGATION TO ATTEND OYEM CEREMONIES (THEY ALSO HAD 
DELEGATION MARCH 12). 

AMBASSADOR FOLLOWED DEPARTMENT'S SUGGESTION AND SENT MESSAGE ON 
BEHALF USG. WHILE WE FULLY AWARE OF DEPARTMENT'S RELUCTANCE 
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SEND MORE THAT ONECEREMONIAL MESSAGE PER YEAR, WE NONETHELESS 
SUGGEST THAT EXCEPTION IS WARRANTED IN THESE PECULIAR CIRCUMSTANCES. 

FAILING THAT, DEPARTMENT MAY AGAIN WISH TAKE MATTER UP WITH 
GABONESE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, PERHAPS ASKING THEM TO SECURE 
DEFINITIVE REPLY FROM MEBALEY'S REPLY TO AMBASSADOR, HOWEVER, 

LATTER MAY NOT BE EASY TO OBTAIN. TIENKEN 
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